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other words, each contains in germ the possibilities which are realised in that stage which is higher. Thus is there a touch of nature which makes the whole world km, a purpose running through all the manifestations of life; each is a preparation for something higher.
Education is in like manner an entelechy.     For 339 what is the differentia^ the distinguishing character of the life of man ?    Aristotle answers, the possession of reason.     It is the action of reason upon the desires that raises the life of man above the brutes.    This, observe, is not the restraining action of something wholly alien to the desires, which is too often how Plato represents the matter.    This would be to lose the dynamic idea.    The desires, as Aristotle generally conceives them, are there in the animal life, prepared? so .to speak, to receive the organic perfection which reasop alone can give them.     Intellect, on the other hand, is equally in  need of the desires, for thought without desire cannot supply motive.     If intellect is logos or reason, desire is that which is fitted to be obedient to reason.
It will be remembered that the question to which Plato addressed himself in one of his earlier dialogues, already frequently referred to, the Meno, was the teachableness of Virtue ; in that dialogue he comes to the conclusion that Virtue is teachable, but that there are none capable of teaching it; for the